T he United States has experienced a profound change in recent month s as a result of the horr or that assaulted its citizens on September I Itho Indeed , the peace and freedom that have charac terized our nation since its inception were shaken. It's interesting to observe conversations these days. Phrases such as "prior to September I Ith" or "after 9-11" are regularly interspersed in dialogue and commentaries, demarcating the tra nsition from complacency about security to heightened vigilance and uncertainty. People vividly remember what they were doing the morning of September 1Itho and how they felt as they watched this unbelievable scenario unfold.
The events of this horrific day have special meaning to those of us who are com mitted to the health and safety of American worker s. More than 3,000 worker s were killed in the course of their work as a result of the physical attacks that day, and thousands more were severely injured . Several more died or became ill shortly thereafter as a result of the anthrax attack that followed .
The ch anges occ urri ng at the national level have direct and immediate relevance to occupational and environm ental health nursing practice. The work that must be done to "a ssure safe and healthful working co nditio ns for working men and women" (Occupational Safety and Health Administration, 1970) has taken on a new meaning and a sense of urgency in rece nt months. Although occupational and environmenta l health nurses are accustome d to expecti ng the unexpected, the definition of the une xpected has expanded as we address new and unfamiliar hazards in the workplace .
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This issue of the journal focuses on several aspects of terrorism as it affects occupational and environmental health nursing practice. Its purpose is to provide a general overview of the types of disasters that might occur as a result of the use of weapons of mass destruction (i.e., biological, chemical, and nuclear weapons), and to describe strategies for occupational and environmental health nurses to use in their work settings. Beaton (pp. 182-I89) describes many potential psychological effects of manmade disasters. This article discusses risk assessment, disaster planning, and policy development as methods to prevent or ameliorate these effects.
Salazar (pp. 174-181) provides an overview of the biological agents most likely to be used in a bioterrorist attack. Five principles intended to increase the effec tiveness of a response are described. Of specia l interest are several inspiring stories of some rem arkable occupatio nal and environmenta l health nurses who were on the forefront of responses to Septembe r 11th (Lukes, pp.162-I64) and its sequelae, servi ng the specia l need s of workers (Anderson, .
In addition, Strasser (pp. 165-166) explores issues related to the importance of effective leadership during uncertain times. provides perspective on the public's perception of nursing's integrity.
Lastly, there is an excellent continuing education article that provides a com prehensive and informative overview of several types of potential terrorist threats (Cangemi, . The article concludes with practical recommendation s about how to respond and prepare for these threats.
The best defen se agai nst future uncertainty is knowledge and vigilance. The most important defe nse is preparedn ess. We may need to examine and re-tool disaster plan s, or learn about diseases long forgotten. It is essent ial to stay abreas t as new inform ation emerges, and to be con tinuously alert for signs of poten tial attack s.
As occupational and environmental health nurses, we need to continue to do what we do best, that is, protect the health and safety of worker s. We are well prepared to deal effectively with uncertainty, and there is no doubt that as the future unfolds, we will continue to be on the front lines of safeguarding the nation's workp laces.
